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Sexual selection as a determinant
of species extinction in cytheroid ostracods
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T? Sexual selection relates to investment in traits that help organisms compete for mates.

However, investment in expensive traits that do not directly increase survival may elevate
extinction risk. By leveraging the rich fossil record of cytheroid ostracods, where the sexes
can be assigned even in fossils, I tested sexual selection as a driver of extinction selectivity.
I verified that species with increased male investment had higher probability of extinction.
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