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Citizen science may be used to answer many types of question in ecology. For
example, questions about species distributions, inter- and intraspecific interactions
and species behaviour, may all be answered. In species recording citizen science can be
highly successful in gathering data at large spatial and temporal scales.
The UK Ladybird Survey (www.ladybird-survey.org) (originally the Coccinellidae
Recording Scheme for Great Britain) launched in 1971. In the early years, most records
of the 47 UK ladybird species were contributed by entomologists and other interested
naturalists. However, since 2005, increasing use of new technologies, along with
investment in aids for identifying and recording species, have increased accessibility
and broadened the recorder-base to over 18,000 contributors. Technologies such as
digital photography, web-based recording and smartphone applications have been
especially important in this transition. In this paper, uses and limitations of citizen
science will be discussed in light of experiences from the UK Ladybird Survey. This
project has generated a dataset of over 200,000 verified records of UK ladybird species
contributed by members of the public. The dataset has been used in many peer-
reviewed publications and to generate long-term species trends data that help to
inform conservation policy in the UK.

http://www.ladybird-survey.org/



