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Abstra
ct:

Givin
g a co

lloquium talk is always hard and overwhelming:  o
ne is expecte

d to be able to give
 a great ta

lk about all o
f th

e amazin
g things that

people do in one’s area of re
search

! But nowadays my a
rea of re

search
 (m

odel th
eory) 

as grown so much and has so many a
mazin

g

applica
tions (to

 Andre-Oort’s
 co

njectu
re, Grothendieck perio

d co
njectu

re,   )
 that, to

 be honest, th
is is co

mpletely o
ut of m

y re
ach. So instead,

I w
ill g

ive
 a talk in the sprit 

of a therapy s
ession: I w

ill t
alk about some of th

e many p
roblems that tr

ouble my m
ind! Although I w

ill t
ake

the lib
erty 

of ta
lking  about some things that I s

till 
don’t c

ompletely u
nderstand, I p

romise to make an effort t
o make the problems

understandable (and hopefully 
in the end yo

u will a
lso have an im

age of w
hat m

odel th
eory i

s about).


