
Faculdade de Ciências da Universidade de Lisboa 
cmafcio@fc.ul.pt   Tel. (+351) 21 750 00 27

  Seminário financiado por Fundos Nacionais através da FCT – Fundação para a Ciência e a Tecnologia 

  no âmbito do projeto UID/MAT/04561/2013 

Local: FCUL, C6 - Piso 4, 6.4.31 

SEMINÁRIO DE BIOMATEMÁTICA E ESTATÍSTICA 

Dia 6 de Junho (terça-feira), às 14:30, sala 6.4.31 

Higher mortality among ACS patients in Finland 
than in Norway: Do differences in acute 

preparedness and scale effects explain the 
variation? 

Tron Anders Moger
1
, Unto Häkkinen

1, 2
 and Terje P. Hagen

1

1
 Department of Health Management and Health Economics, University of Oslo, Norway

2
 National Institute for Health and Welfare (THL), Helsinki, Finland 

Abstract: 

Mortality differences following hospital treatment in Finland and Norway are similar for major diseases 
with Acute Coronary Syndrome (ACS) as an important exception. For ACS, mortality in Finland is 
significantly higher than in Norway. 

The goal is to study whether the differences in the organization of the Percutaneous Coronary 
Intervention (PCI) facilities (a decentralized structure in Finland vs. a major centralized structure in 
Norway) add to the explanations of country differences in 30 and 365 day all-cause mortality for patients 
hospitalized with ACS. 

Data for patients discharged with ACS (acute myocardial infarction or unstable angina pectoris) from the 
hospital discharge registers in 2009-2014 was linked with socio-demographic variables, variables 
describing distances to hospitals and causes of death registers in Norway and Finland. The variables of 
main interest, emergency preparedness of PCI and the volume of ACS patients at hospital level were 
included as independent variables in logistic regression analyses. Further work will include multilevel 
logistic models. 


